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Since 1977, McDade Park has offered serv-

ices and recreational amenities for everyone. 
The park’s 180 acres include several sports 
fields utilized by athletes of all ages while na-
ture lovers enjoy the park’s hiking trail and 
ponds for fishing. Programs such as youth 
soccer, women’s golf, children’s fishing 
derbies, and many others bring people to-
gether for some friendly competition. More re-
cently, McDade Park has taken great strides 
to become more accessible to people of all 
needs. The Boundless Playground is a special 
structure added in 2009 which contains wheel-
chair-accessible slides and special sensory 
areas that allows children of all needs and 
abilities to have fun. 

McDade Park has also helped bring past 
and present together by commemorating 
Lackawanna County’s history. The Lacka-
wanna Coal Mine tour, Pennsylvania Anthra-
cite Museum, and Miner’s Memorial are lo-
cated at the park to preserve Lackawanna 
County’s rich industrial past. The coal mine 
tour allows visitors to descend 300 feet under-
ground via a mine car to explore a restored 
anthracite coal mine. In addition to the mine 
tour, McDade Park is home to memorials dedi-
cated to honor Cancer Survivors and to com-
memorate the September 11, 2001 attacks on 
our country. 

It is an honor to recognize McDade Park as 
it celebrates its 40th Anniversary. May the 
people of Lackawanna County continue to 
enjoy the beauty and history that McDade 
Park offers for many, many years to come. 
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Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the life of Florentino ‘‘Tino’’ 
Duran. 

Born and raised in San Antonio, Florentino 
Duran was an accomplished man. He per-
severed and managed to become Student 
Corps President, an ROTC Colonel, and editor 
of his high school newspaper. After high 
school, he served four years in the United 
States Air Force. Once he finished his service, 
Mr. Duran attended St. Mary’s University and 
received a bachelor’s degree in political 
science and a master’s degree in public ad-
ministration. 

Mr. Duran worked in a variety of capacities 
after graduating college. He served as execu-
tive assistant to both Mayor John Gatti and 
the Lyndon B. Johnson Administration. He 
also worked as executive director of the Bexar 
County Department of Housing, President of 
the National Association of Hispanic Publica-
tions of the United States (NAHP) and Vice 
President of the Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce of San Antonio. 

Later in Mr. Duran’s career, he became 
general manager of a Dallas newspaper 
known as ‘‘El Sol de Tejas’’. He then became 
CEO and president of the ‘‘Hispanic Informer’’. 
In 1989, Duran and his loving wife Millie re-
introduced the newspaper ‘‘La Prensa’’ as a 
bilingual publication reporting on San Antonio 
and the Hispanic community. 

Mr. Duran’s successful career brought nu-
merous recognitions, including the 2002 Media 

Award, presented by the San Antonio Police 
Association; the 2006 Community Service 
Award from the San Antonio-Norte Chamber 
of Commerce; and the 2005 Henry B. Gon-
zalez Public Service and Integrity award, pre-
sented by the Department of Public Adminis-
tration of San Antonio College. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize and honor the life of 
Florentine Duran of San Antonio. 
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Mr. Miljenko ‘‘Mike’’ 
Grgich, whom I have selected to receive the 
American Dream Award for California’s 5th 
Congressional District. This award recognizes 
the achievements of immigrants in my district 
who have made remarkable contributions to 
our communities in the areas of Arts and Cul-
ture, Professional Achievement, Entrepreneur-
ship and Innovation, or Community Service. 
Mr. Grgich is very deserving of this award and 
recognition. 

Mike Grgich was born in Desne, Croatia and 
studied winemaking and viticulture at the Uni-
versity of Zagreb before leaving to escape 
communism. He came to Napa Valley in 1958 
where he has become a successful vintner 
and an innovator in the wine community. 

After arriving in Napa, Mike learned from 
some of the best vintners in the region. He be-
came a winemaker for Chateau Montelena 
and made the Chardonnay that won the 1976 
Paris Tasting, forever changing the way the 
world views American Wine. George Taber 
documented this consequential decision in a 
TIME magazine article, ‘‘Modern Living: Judg-
ment of Paris.’’ The resulting coverage of the 
Judgment of Paris created an immediate posi-
tive impact on the world of wine, and inspired 
among experts, consumers, and the trade a 
new appreciation for California wines. 

In 1995, Mike returned to the University of 
Zagreb at the age of 72 and finally received 
the degree in enology and viticulture that he 
earned as a young man. In 2002, he helped 
prove that the Zinfandel vine originated in Cro-
atia. His work led to his induction into the Vint-
ners Hall of Fame and a Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the California State Fair. His 366- 
acre property, Grgich Hills, is completely or-
ganic, solar powered and strongly supports 
community organizations. Mike is an active 
member of Roots of Peace, an organization 
that works to replace land mines with grape 
vines all over the world. In 2007, Roots of 
Peace presented Mike with their Global Cit-
izen Award for his leadership. 

Mr. Speaker, we recognize Mr. Miljenko 
‘‘Mike’’ Grgich for his achievements and for 
enriching our community. It is fitting and prop-
er that we honor him here today with the 
American Dream Award. 
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a Toledo area legend as he celebrates 
his 90th birthday, Yehia ‘‘John’’ Shousher. An 
American of Lebanese heritage, a proud U.S. 
citizen and indefatigable Ambassador of 
Goodwill, Mr. Shousher has been a one-of-a- 
kind Arab American leader in Greater Toledo 
since he adopted the community as an immi-
grant to our nation. 

Yehia, who with his brother ran a real estate 
investment company and J-S Vending, has 
been a leader in the Toledo community for 
decades as a civic-minded businessman as 
well as a Multi-Faith and Multi-Cultural Ambas-
sador. 

Yehia has served as an administrator, public 
relations representative, and fund-raiser in the 
Muslim community for many years. His gen-
erosity has been felt in many homes and orga-
nizations in our community. At the same time, 
he has also focused his efforts on building 
back hope in his ancestral land of Lebanon. 
He worked to establish student exchanges, vil-
lage development and medical education 
throughout Lebonon’s Bekaa Valley. 

Yehia was one of the founders of the first 
mosque in Toledo, which was established in 
1954 on East Bancroft Street. After the mem-
bership of the Mosque on East Bancroft Street 
outgrew the location, Yehia helped secure and 
plan the 48-acre campus that has become one 
of the icons of Perrysburg Township: the 
mosque and Islamic Center of Greater Toledo, 
which opened in 1983. 

The Center has been a fulcrum of the Mus-
lim and Interfaith communities, working to pro-
mote freedom and tolerance of religion and, 
together with his cherished wife Emney, Yehia 
has been an integral part of its inner workings 
and work in the larger community. 

Always involved in events which promote 
cooperation among the faith and ethnic tradi-
tions in our community, Yehia’s dedication to 
cultural diversity was recognized when he be-
came a 2013 inductee into the Heroes of 
Compassion Gallery for Toledo. 

Yehia’s commitment to the Toledo commu-
nity has been passed on to his children, Hus-
sein, Lila, Mona and Mariam, his 10 grand-
children and his six great-grandchildren. 

When I think of John, I see him carrying the 
flag of Lebanon at the annual Multi Faith 
Council’s parade of nations at the University of 
Toledo on Martin Luther King holiday. I see 
him hospitably greeting guests with his wife 
Emney at events throughout our community 
welcoming new citizens. He has been instru-
mental in inviting religious leaders and public 
officials from throughout the world to visit To-
ledo and built our community into a place of 
gracious welcome. 

I see him setting up exchange programs for 
students from Arab speaking countries to 
transmit the learning and values of a free soci-
ety. He graciously took the time to include me 
on unforgettable travels with his family through 
the village of his ancestors and adjoining terri-
tories. The memories of that journey greatly 
inform my work. 

Yehia with Emney at his side, and their 
bright smiles, have been indefatigable forces 
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